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Sir: 

In compliance with Rules 1.97 and 1.98 and in fulfillment 
of the duty of disclosure under Rule 1.56, included with the 
attached Form PTO-449 is a copy of the search report from the 
corresponding international application. Since the European 
Patent Office is the international searching authority, copies 
of the cited references should have been or will be forwarded 
to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) pursuant to 
the trilateral agreement among the USPTO, European Patent 
Office, and Japanese Intellectual Property Office. 

Also included is a copy of a search report from the 
corresponding French application. The references cited in the 
French search report are also cited in the International Search 
Report and, as indicated above, listed on the accompanying Form 
PTO-1449. 

Other references of interest are also set forth on the Form 
PTO-14 x 49. Copies of cited U.S. patents and patent publications 
are not provided in view of the USPTO waiver of the requirement 
to do so under 37 C.F.R. §1 . 98 (a) (2) (i) for applications filed 
after June 30, 2003. Copies of the other types of references 
are enclosed, with the exception of the Yeh, Poincare, and 
Schurcliff documents, hefty volumes not easily reproduced which 
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are cited as background and which should be available to the 
Examiner through the USPTO Scientific Library. 

U.S. 6,327,017 corresponds to FR 2,740,894, for which an 
English language abstract is also provided. In view of the 
provision of the corresponding U.S. patent and an English 
language abstract, it is respectfully submitted that the 
requirement for a concise explanation of the relevance of FR 
'894 is satisfied. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior 
to issuance of an action on the merits; therefore, no fee is 
required. 

The Examiner is courteously requested to initial and return 
a copy of the accompanying Form PTO-144 9 to confirm 
consideration of the references and their entry into the record. 
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